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Maryland’s Designated Use Classes

Maryland’s Designated Uses Map

Use 
Classification

Description Water 
Temperature

I Warmwater 
Aquatic Life

32 °C or 
ambient

II Estuarine and 
Marine Aquatic Life 
including shellfish

32 °C or 
ambient

III Nontidal Coldwater 20 °C or 
ambient

IV Recreational Trout 
Waters

23.9 °C or 
ambient

COMAR 26.08.02.03-3

https://mdewin64.mde.state.md.us/WSA/DesigUse/index.html


What are Existing Uses?

Use 
(biology)

Supporting 
water 
quality 
(temp)



• Cold Water Existing 
Use Determinations: 
Policy and 
Procedures

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/TMDL/WaterQualityStandards/Documents/Cold%20Water%20Existing%20Use%20Determinations%20Policy%20and%20Procedures.pdf
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/TMDL/WaterQualityStandards/Documents/Cold%20Water%20Existing%20Use%20Determinations%20Policy%20and%20Procedures.pdf
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/TMDL/WaterQualityStandards/Documents/Cold%20Water%20Existing%20Use%20Determinations%20Policy%20and%20Procedures.pdf
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/TMDL/WaterQualityStandards/Documents/Cold%20Water%20Existing%20Use%20Determinations%20Policy%20and%20Procedures.pdf


Picture: Brook trout in Seneca Creek, WV., Ryan 
Hagerty/USFWS, Public Domain, 
https://www.fws.gov/banner/brook-trout-seneca-creek-wv



MDE Online Resources

• Existing Use Determinations
• Cold Water Advisory Committee Homepage
• Cold Water Existing Use Determinations: Policy and 

Procedures
• Protecting Coldwater Resources MD Webpage
• Temperature Assessment Methodology for Use III(-

P) Streams in Maryland
• MD DNR Quality Assurance Document for 

Temperature Monitoring

https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/TMDL/WaterQualityStandards/Pages/Existing-Use-Determinations.aspx
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/Water/TMDL/WaterQualityStandards/Pages/MDE-Cold-Water-Advisory-Committee.aspx
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/TMDL/WaterQualityStandards/Documents/Cold%20Water%20Existing%20Use%20Determinations%20Policy%20and%20Procedures.pdf
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/TMDL/WaterQualityStandards/Documents/Cold%20Water%20Existing%20Use%20Determinations%20Policy%20and%20Procedures.pdf
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/TMDL/WaterQualityStandards/Pages/Protecting-Cold-Water-Resources-in-Maryland.aspx
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/TMDL/Integrated303dReports/Documents/Assessment_Methodologies/Temp_AM_UCIII_2019.pdf
https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/water/TMDL/Integrated303dReports/Documents/Assessment_Methodologies/Temp_AM_UCIII_2019.pdf
https://dnr.maryland.gov/streams/Publications/QA_TemperatureMonitoring.pdf
https://dnr.maryland.gov/streams/Publications/QA_TemperatureMonitoring.pdf
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