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Trends
 Currently, 51 rivers and 

one lake in Wisconsin 
exceed the state’s 395 
mg/L chronic water quality 
criteria (WQC) and are on 
the 303(d) impaired 
waters list for chloride. 



Chloride Levels in 
Public Drinking Wells

 • Wisconsin’s Public Welfare Groundwater Quality 
Standard is 250 mg/L

• Creates issues with odor, taste and color
• Does not have the same public health concerns 

as other pollutants such as nitrate, arsenic or lead
• Could be an issue for individuals on a low salt diet

• Wisconsin’s chronic standard for SURFACE WATER 
is 395 mg/L and the acute standard is 757 mg/L



Recommendations
16 Recommendations in 3 general areas

DNR programs implementation and partnerships

State facilities and maintenance management

Governor’s office and legislative initiatives



Chlorides Programs in the State of Wisconsin



Wisconsin 
Winter 
Level of 
Service 
Map



Wisconsin DOT Winter 
Maintenance

Reporting 
year:

2017-
2018

2018-
2019

2019-
2020

2020-
2021

2021-
2022

2022-
2023

Lane Miles 34,678 34,774 34,859 35,177 34,736 34,723

Salt (tons) 568,000 553,000 426,000 324,000 387,600 438,874

Tons/Lane 
Mile

15 16 12 9 11.2 13.9

Brine/Liquid 5.7M 9.4M 11.4M 11.5M 14.3M 20.1M



Questions and Discussion
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