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RIDEM’s Residual Designation Authority

     

• The Clean Water Act (CWA) defines the specific construction, industrial, and 
municipal stormwater sources that must be authorized by a RIPDES Permit.

• The CWA also recognizes that other sources may need to be regulated on a case-
by-case basis. 

• RIDEM may use its “Residual Designation” authority under 40 CFR 122.26(a)(9)(i)(C) 
and (D) to require RIPDES Permits for other stormwater discharges or category of 
discharges on a case-by-case basis when it determines that:

• the discharges contribute to a violation of water quality 
standards

• are a significant contributor of pollutants to state protected 
surface waters

• controls are needed based on wasteload allocations that are part 
of TMDLs that address the pollutants of concern

• Residual Designation can also be requested by petition.



  

RDA Petitions Submitted: 
 November 19, 2018 – CLF
 January 30, 2024 – RIAG

• Long standing water quality impairments in the 
Mashapaug Watershed

• Current gaps in RIPDES stormwater permitting

• Address legacy pollution in an Environmental Justice 
Focus Area

• Implement green infrastructure to reduce the negative 
affects of climate change and flooding

• Address properties not currently regulated that include ≥1 
acre of impervious area



Mashapaug 
Pond

Tongue
Pond

Spectacle 
Pond

Mashapaug Watershed Facts

• 1.8 square miles in size

• Includes three (3) Freshwater 
Ponds (Tongue, Spectacle, and 
Mashapaug)

• Mashapaug Pond is the largest 
freshwater body in the City of 
Providence

• Residential, commercial, and 
transportation uses occupy 83% 
of the watershed

• Impervious surfaces cover a total 
of 61%



Mashapaug Pond and Spectacle Pond Impairments

Use Description Use Attainment Status Cause/Impairment

Fish and Wildlife Habitat Not Supporting Chlorophyll-A (Excess 
Algal Growth)

Fish and Wildlife Habitat Not Supporting Dissolved Oxygen

Fish and Wildlife Habitat Not Supporting Phosphorus, Total

Fish Consumption Not Supporting PCBs in Fish Tissue

Primary Contact 
Recreation

Not Supporting Fecal Coliform

Secondary Contact 
Recreation

Not Supporting Fecal Coliform



Parcels with One or 
More Acres of 
Impervious Cover 
within the 
Mashapaug 
Watershed will be 
required to address 
stormwater 
pollution through an 
adaptive 
management 
approach.

RIDEM formally 
responded to the 
Mashapaug Watershed 
RDA Petition on April 
30, 2024, by committing 
to issue a Mashapaug 
General Permit to 
regulate previously 
unpermitted 
stormwater discharges 
into Mashapaug, 
Spectacle, and Tongue 
Ponds in the Cities of 
Cranston and 
Providence, RI



Mashapaug General Permit Next Steps

• Develop Dedicated Mashapaug General Permit Website 

• Preliminary Stakeholder Engagement Process Planned for 
Late Fall 2024

• Formal Public Notice Process to Follow Informal 
Stakeholder Process

• Target Permit Issuance Schedule:

• Issue Final Permit in the 1st Quarter of 2025

• Effective mid-2025

• Property Owners will be required to apply for permit 
coverage thirty (30) days after the effective date



Property Owner Guide to 
Managing Stormwater



Property Owner Guide to Managing
Stormwater: Need 

The Guide strives to provide guidance to property owners in plain spoken language to describe good 
housekeeping practices and site improvements that can make a difference by reducing runoff volume 
and pollution leaving their site.  



Stepping Through the Guide… 

Access the guide 
https://snepnetwork.org/wp-

content/uploads/2024/09/SNEP
_PropertyOwnerGuide_final.pdf

https://snepnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/SNEP_PropertyOwnerGuide_final.pdf
https://snepnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/SNEP_PropertyOwnerGuide_final.pdf
https://snepnetwork.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/SNEP_PropertyOwnerGuide_final.pdf
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