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What Is AASHTO?

• Nonprofit association
• Founded in 1914
• Members include:

• Transportation departments of the 50 states,
the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico

• 50+ Associate Members from federal, state, and local 
agencies and other countries

• Covers all modes: Aviation, Rail, Highways, 
Transit, Water, and Active Transportation
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2023-2024 AASHTO Presidential Emphasis Areas
Transportation Together: Maximizing Investments, Safety, Workforce



2021-2026 Strategic Plan
https://www.aashtoplan.com/ 

Vision:
Providing improved quality of life             
through leadership in transportation

Mission:

Supporting State DOTs to connect America 
with the transportation system of today 
and tomorrow

https://www.aashtoplan.com/


Policy Bodies:

Program Delivery and Operations 
Committees: Enterprise/Cross- 

Discipline Committees:
Administration 

Committees:

Special 
Committees:



Committee on 
Environment and 

Sustainability

Air Quality, 
Energy, and 

Climate Change

Cultural 
Resources

Environmental 
Process

Equity Working 
Group

NEPA Assignment 
Working Group

Noise Working 
Group

Public 
Involvement 

Working Group

Natural Resources

Waterways 
Working Group

Stormwater 
Working Group

Hazardous Waste 
and Materials 

Working Group

Research



How does AASHTO Helps States?
• Develop and maintain technical standards and 

specifications
• Produce best practices guides and manuals
• Provides a forum for consideration on transportation 

issues
• Provide professional development
• Conduct surveys, provide data, and testify on legislative 

issues
• Technical Service Programs



How else does AASHTO work with?
The AASHTO collaborates with a variety of NGOs and associations to advance transportation initiatives. 

• American Public Transportation Association (APTA): AASHTO collaborates with APTA to promote 
public transportation systems across the United States.

• Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE): AASHTO works with ITE on developing standards and 
best practices for transportation engineering.

• Transportation Research Board (TRB): AASHTO partners with TRB to support research and innovation 
in transportation.

• American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE): AASHTO works with ASCE on infrastructure projects 
and engineering standards.

These partnerships help AASHTO to foster a comprehensive and integrated transportation system across 
the nation.



Policy and Government Relations
Work with Congress, Executive Agencies, and industry 
stakeholders to represent the policy interests of all 
state DOTs:
• Develop legislation such as the IIJA and IRA
• Providing state DOT perspectives on implementation 

of federal transportation programs 
• Provide input on federal rulemaking and regulations 
• Build partnerships with peer associations, private 

sector, federal, state, and local governments, 
academia, etc.



• October 2024: TPF to review committee white papers; 2024 AASHTO Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA
• October 2024 to March 2025: Modal Councils and Special Committee on Freight to develop and 

approve their policy recommendations white paper
• March 2025: TPF to review Modal and Special Committee white papers; 2025 AASHTO Washington 

Briefing; Washington, DC
• March 2025 to May 2025: TPF to develop and review draft policy resolutions
• May 2025: TPF to deliberate on draft policy resolutions developed to date; 2025 AASHTO Spring 

Meeting
• August 2025: TPF to hold a special session to finalize and adopt draft policy resolutions for Board 

consideration, amend white papers as necessary, and develop legislative outreach strategy; Location 
TBD

• October 2025: AASHTO Board of Directors to consider and formally adopt policy resolutions, and 
amend white papers as necessary; 2025 AASHTO Annual Meeting

• October 2025 to September 2026: AASHTO members and staff to communicate and explain AASHTO’s 
formal policy positions

• September 2026: IIJA expires on September 30, 2026

Surface Reauthorization





U.S. DOT Resilience Coalition
Gather implementation-level input from 
stakeholders across the surface 
transportation industry including highways, 
roads, transit, rail, and ports to:
• Document gaps in knowledge, data, 

capacity and tools
• Identify barriers to implementing climate 

resilience  
• Develop recommendations for next steps



Thank You
Josh Rodriguez, Program Director for Environment, 

Policy and Government Relations  |  AASHTO
JRodriguez@AASHTO.org 
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